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 XLIV.-ADDITIONS TO THE WILD FAUNA AND
 FLORA OF THE ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS,
 KEW: V.

 MOLLUSCA.

 ALFRED SIcH.

 During the last few years a renewed interest has been taken in
 the study of our native Mollusca, especially of those families
 which include the slugs. Though several species of slugs and
 snails only too commonly make their presence known, there are
 many others which will probably escape observation in any
 particular area, unless special search is made for them. Doubtless
 there are several species inhabiting the Royal Gardens at Kew
 which have not yet been recorded.

 GASTEROPODA.

 LIMACIDAE.

 Limax flavus, Linn. In the vicinity of the dwelling-houses.
 When adult this slug may be known by its large size, yellow

 colour and beautiful bluish tentacles. It commonly occurs around
 the walls of houses, hiding in damp corners and even finding its
 way into cellars. It is active at night, but the slimy tracks it
 leaves on the walls may frequently be observed in the day time.

 Agriolimax laevis, Miill. Close to the water along the Strip.
 This is a small red-brown slug. When in motion the mantle

 appears situated almost in the centre of the animal on account of
 its remarkably long neck. In most of the other slugs the mantle
 lies much nearer the head. This species inhabits very damp
 places and may be found on plants growing at the water's edge.

 ZONITIDAE.

 Vitrea crystallina, Mill. Common along the Strip.
 This small snail with its exquisite pearly white shell in which

 the umbilicus is minute, occurs, usually two or three together,
 under stones, bits of wood, &c., in damp places.

 Zonitoides nitidus, IMill. Not rare along the Strip.
 A rather small, almost black snail with a glossy red-brown shell

 having a deep suture. This species and the above-mentioned slug,
 A. laevis, so frequently occur in the same spot that if one of them
 be observed, the discovery of the other may confidently be
 anticipated.

 ARIONIDAE.

 Arion circumsoriptus, Johnston (= fasciatus, var. y, Nilsson).
 Occurs along the Strip and also in P.

 This distinct species of slug, about an inch long, has sometimes
 been confused with A. hortensis, Fer., but in its typical form may
 easily be distinguished by the under surface being clear white,
 while A. hortensis is yellowish orange beneath.
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 AUBICOULIDAE.

 Carychium minimum, Milll. Along the Strip.
 One of our smallest land snails. Under a lens, the eyes, which

 are very black, may be seen even through the transparent shell.
 Not scarce in damp places but easily overlooked on account of its
 minute size.

 LAMELLIBRANCHIATA.

 UNIONIDAE.

 Unio pictorum, Linn. The Lake.
 The somewhat pearly shells of this species were formerly used

 by Dutch painters to contain their colours, hence the name
 bestowed by Linn6. Though not the Pearl Mussel, this
 occasionally contains small pearls of inferior quality.

 XLV.--MGOA RUBBER IN BRITISH EAST AFRICA.

 (Mascarenhasia elastica, K. Sch.)

 OTTO STAPF.

 Mr. E. Battiscombe, Acting Conservator of Forests at Nairobi,
 B.E.A., communicated recently specimens of flowers and fruits of
 a rubber tree found by him in the Shimba Hills, near Mombasa.
 On comparison they proved to belong to Mascarenhasia elastica, K.
 Sch., a species previously known only from the neighbourhood of
 Dar-es-Salam, German East Africa, where it is worked occasionally
 by the natives for a kind of ball rubber called Mgoa rubber in the
 Zanzibar trade.

 Mascarenhasia elastica was discovered by Dr. Stuhlmann in
 1898 near Dar-es-Salam, and described and figured by the late
 Dr. Schumann in the Notizblatt of the Berlin Botanic Garden and
 Museum, vol. I. (1899), pp. 268-270. This is what the author says of
 it as a rubber tree : " Between the villages of Vikindo and Mbaffu
 there grows in moist places a robust tree which contains rubber latex
 and yields a superior kind of caoutchouc. The trunk branches
 usually low down and attains a height of 10 m. The pale grey
 bark is covered with scars from the knives of the rubber collectors,
 who produce from it large balls of rubber known as Mgoa in the
 Zanzibar trade. It is not particularly pure, containing fragments
 of bark, etc." Samples of this rubber received at the Botanic
 Museum, Berlin, are described by Dr. Warburg (Der Tropenflanzer,
 III., p. 220) as consisting of pale brown drawn-out caoutchouc
 threads intermixed with small particles of caoutchouc. In 1899
 Herr Hedde, Government gardener at Dar-es-Salam, was commis-
 sioned to explore the neighbourhood of Dar-es-Salam and to
 study the distribution and properties of the tree. Dr. Schumann
 published an abstract from Hedde's official report in the Notizblatt
 of the Botanic Garden and Museum at Berlin, vol. III., p. 43.
 According to it Mascarenhasia elastica is fairly common in the
 29041 0
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